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ASPLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL








Clerk: Denise Batchelor



Tel:
01525 717905






Email: clerk@aspleyheath.org.uk
Minutes of the Aspley Heath Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25th March 2026 at the Woburn Sands Town Council offices, High Street, Woburn Sands.
Present:
PCllrs

S Smith (Chair) 
G Clough








G Harris

L Jones

J Messent

A McKay



S McQuillan

A Sandys Wood





J Wilson


 



In Attendance:

Mrs D Batchelor (Clerk)





4 residents

2901
To Receive Apologies for Absence
Apologies for Absence were received from CBCllr Baker.
2902
To Note Declarations of Interest relating to Items on the Agenda
PCllr Jones declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 2911 relating to a planning application for land adjacent to 10 Silverbirches Lane.  There were no other Declarations of Interest.

2903
To Agree the Minutes of the Previous Meeting
 It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 25th February be signed as a true record of events.
2904 
Open Forum – Members of the Public are Invited to Speak to the Parish Council

	Actions carried forward:           







                 
2814 Anti-social behaviour at the Royal Oak Pub.  A resident asked about an update on the Royal 
         Oak.  Unfortunately, the landlady had not been present every time PCllr Wilson had visited.  
         However, the pub did seem keen to work with local residents.  There was a concern with the 
         lighter nights coming up that outside drinking and anti-social behaviour would increase.








     Action: JW


A resident stated that they had checked the recent Local Development Certificate for Aspley Woods and the application had been withdrawn.  It was noted that Woburn Town Council had also submitted a response.  The Chair thanked the resident.
Another resident stated that the Bike Jump development now included a high viewing platform at the top of the site.  They asked whether there would be an access gate at the top of the site.  They also reported an increase in cars on Church Road.

The new Ranger’s Office in Aspley Woods was to be at the bottom of the site.  It was thought that CBC would refuse the Lawful Development Certificate and a full planning application would be needed which would hopefully consider all aspects of the development including parking and toilets.

A third resident asked how the area was classified regarding land use.  They asked if a change of use would be necessary.  It was thought that this would be the case as they would be a range of permanent and semi-permanent structures being erected.  It was noted that, some fifty years ago, when a structure had been erected in the woods in the vicinity of where the Longslade Car Park is now located, it had been required that an application for Change of Use be made.
2905 
Central Bedfordshire Councillor Report 
2906  
Chairman’s Report

	Actions carried forward:

2890  The Annual Parish meeting would be held on 6th May in St Michael’s Church.  It was asked 
           if Dominic Smith from the Bedford Estate would be invited as a speaker.







Completed


2907  To Agree the Agenda for the AGM

The agenda would contain the usual items and Dominic Smith from the
 Bedford Estate would be invited to talk about Aspley Woods.








Action:  DB
2908 
Roads and Footpaths
	Actions carried forward:
2370b  To Discuss New Signage for Sandy Lane to Restrict Unnecessary Access

             The Clerk had contacted Francine Rainbow who had stated that the work had been 
              ordered and that Chris Nicholl would be seeing this through.  No action had been taken 

              by CBC yet.  The Clerk had contacted Chris again to see if this was being actioned and 

              had copied in CBCllr Baker. The location and wording of the sign would need to be 
              agreed.  The repair to the BOAT (Sandy Lane) had now been agreed by CBC.  The Clerk 

              would contact Zarai Bettles to see if the sign could be moved as part of the surfacing 

              repairs to the BOAT.



                                                                                     
                                                                                                        Action: CBC
2859  The black paint was coming off of the road where it had been painted over the yellow 
           (unofficial) lines close to Narrow Path and 25 Church Road.  CBC would either need to re-
           paint them or burn off the yellow lines.  The Clerk had now reported this on FixMyStreet.  It 

           was noted that cars were often parked on the double yellow lines on Hardwick Road but 

           never seemed to be ticketed.







Action: CBC
2891  Residents complained of ongoing issues on BOAT 33 including fly tipping, increased parking 

          at the top of Church Road including overnight campers and noise from 4x4s accessing the 
         BOAT and damaging the surface.  CBC had said they would monitor the situation over the 
         next six months and it was noted that a new Head of Highways would be in post on the 1st 

         April.  For now, the BOAT would need to be monitored and evidence built up for fly-tipping, 

         noise and damage to the BOAT.  It was hoped residents would send in their complaints and 
         concerns to both the Parish Council and CBC.

          






              Action: CBC


	Actions carried forward:
2687   CBC had rejected the Parish Council’s request for a 20mph Speed Limit on Church Road.  

           Residents were3 overwhelmingly in support of reducing the speed limit and it was hoped 

           that they would write to CBC to express this.  PCllr Wilson was looking through documents 
           to check on the width of the road and pavement for walkers.  There was lots of evidence 

           from residents on speeding and parking on Church Road.  SpeedWatch would be run by 

           Parish Councillors and it was hoped that with CBCllr Baker’s support the data from 

           SpeedWatch would be relevant for reducing speed.
                                                                                                         Action: PCllrs                                                   


2909  Lighting
	Actions carried forward:

2894  It was confirmed that a light was out by 30 Church Road.  The Clerk would contact the  

          contractor.








Action: DB


2910  Installation of CCTV
	Actions carried forward:
2877  PCllr McKay had sought out new suppliers but this was proving very difficult as they were 

          double the original quoted cost and would only work with the company’s owned cameras.  

          Following on from this, PCllr McKay had approached the original company who were trying 

          to find a local maintenance provider to lower the cost.
A quote was being obtained for 

          this and would be reported to the next meeting.







                         Action: Contractor/AM


2911 Planning
	Actions carried forward:

2896  Bedford Estate – Aspley Woods – Lawful Development Certificate - Use of land for a bike 
          park for outdoor sport and a recreational facility

         A response had been sent to CBC.  Woburn Sands Town Council had also sent in a 

         Response stating their concerns with parking demands, local infrastructure and community
         issues.  Photos of the construction works and fencing would be sent to Jade at CBC to ask if 
         ongoing development was permitted.  There were concerns with the fencing only having one 
         gate as there had been several fires in the woods in recent years.  It was asked whether a 
         Health and Safety Certificate had been applied for.  It was felt that HSE should be contacted 
         to ask if the site was compliant.  A resident stated that the KDC had been withdrawn and 

         asked if any work should be going on.  The Clerk would contact CBC and the HSE.







Action: DB



New Planning Applications
· Fernwood, 75 Church Road – this was for a small single storey extension – no objections were made.
· Land between Brogborough, Lidlington and Marston Moretaine – 

Outline planning application for 5000 homes, 7 schools, employment, leisure,etc – the previous traffic survey had not taken into account traffic through Central Bedfordshire villages.  PCllr McKay agreed to contact the Traffic Management Officer to find the relevant documents for the planning application.  It was suggested that Sue Clark and John Baker be asked for more information and their concerns.  It was felt there was insufficient evidence for a proper Traffic Management assessment particularly with regard to traffic on Hardwick Road, through Aspley Guise and around Junction 13.  Traffic would be queuing on the double roundabout on the border of Aspley Heath and Woburn Sands.  With 3500 new homes planned for SEMK and the new Universal Studios; traffic would be even more of an issue.  The Clerk would email CBC with a summary of the issued the following day as there was only 14 days allowed to comment.  PCllr McKay would look at the traffic management documents.






Action: DB/AM

· Land adjacent to 10 Silverbirches – variation of plans

There were concerns with the lack of parking as the double garage was not big enough to house two cars so the plans were inaccurate.  The levels for the parking had changed and there was not enough space for three cars as shown on the plans.  The garage had increased in height and was now level with the neighbouring house.  PCllr McKay would send in the response to Planning.  A meeting of the sub-committee was to be held on 31st March.







Action: AM

Recent Planning Applications
1 Werth Drive – demolition of existing extension and replacement with a gable to add two bedrooms
This would be checked.

The Old Coach House – permission had been granted.
2912
Village Matters 
	Actions carried forward:

2762  PCllr Wilson was continuing to gather residents’ views.  








Action: JW
2897  A new survey for the Sandpit area was needed. Moved to 2912b.








Completed
2897a
PCllr Clough had found a gardener to maintain the Jubilee Gardens.  It was Agreed that the gardener be paid £30 per hour for two hours a month.  All rubbish would be removed from the site.








Action: GC


2912a  To Consider a Litter Pick as part of the Great British Spring Clean

A resident had offered to help with this and a date of 18th April had been agreed.  Information would be added to the WhatsApp group and the notice board so that more residents could join in.  PCllr Smith had applied for litter pickers and rubbish bags.









Action: PCllrs

2912b  To Agree a Survey of the Sandpit trees


  This was agreed and a quote was to be sought.









Action: DB

2913
To Receive an Update from the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

           Group
	Actions carried forward:           

2850  It was agreed that ten copies of each Neighbourhood Plan document would be printed so 
           that hard copies would be available to the group’s members, the Clerk and a small 

           number to be held in the Parish for residents to access.

   





Action: GC
2898  Despite several emails Jane Hubbard at CBC had not replied to the Steering Group’s query 
          about the Neighbourhood Plan not being displayed on the CBC website.  The Clerk would 

          contact CBC to see when the Plan would be put onto CBC’s website.  PCllr Clough 

          confirmed she would send a copy of all documents which the Clerk would add to the Parish 
          Council website.








Action: GC/DB


2914
Finance
a. To approve payments to be made in March
	Payee
	Chq No
	Amount
	Description

	D Batchelor
	1411
	£235.77
	Clerk’s Salary - March

	HMRC
	1412
	£176.60
	Clerk’s PAYE – Jan - March

	D Batchelor
	1413
	£25.00
	Clerk’s allowance – Jan - March

	D Batchelor
	1414
	£34.48
	Stamps – 6 x 1st, 24 x 2nd 

	D Batchelor
	1415
	£199.20
	Wix.com Website – 2 years

	G Clough
	1416
	£170.49
	Replacement cheque for HelloPrint – printing of newsletters


The Clerk had changed the website maintenance fee to a more basic level and had saved over £200.  The new cost for 2 years was approximately £200.  The above payments were APPROVED.

b. To Agree the financial statements for February
The Financial Statements for February were APPROVED.
c. To Confirm the Signatories for the Sandpit Bank Account and note the Bank Statement

The balance in the Sandpit bank account on 25th September 2025 was £3256.90.
The signatories of the Sandpit account were confirmed as, L Jones, G Clough, S Smith and A Sandys Wood.

It was felt that there should be four signatories on the main Council account so that every meeting would have at least two signatories.  It was therefore AGREED that L Jones be added as a signatory.
2915
To Note Correspondence Received Since the Last Meeting
	
	From
	Subject

	Action

	2467
	NatWest
	Bank Statements
	

	2468
	Central Beds Watch
	Crime Stats – February and to mid-March– no crimes reported
	

	2469
	Central Beds Council
	Glass recycling 
	

	2470
	Central Beds Council
	Town and Parish Council update - March
	

	2471
	CPRE
	January newsletter 
	

	2472
	Central Beds Council
	Town & Parish Council Forum – 25th March 6-7.30pm
	

	2473
	Wix.com
	Renewal of website - March
	

	2474
	Central Beds Council
	Temporary suspension of recycling waste collection due to fire at transfer station
	 

	2475
	Keep Britain Tidy
	Great British Spring Clean – 13 to 29th March
	


Signed: …………………………….

Chairman
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.
