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Editorial: 
The Parish Council, with contribution from St 
Michael’s church, have purchased a 
commemorative WW1 soldier silhouette for 
use in the upcoming There But Not There 
commemoration and for future Armistice Day 
events. At the moment, it is located on the 
Jubilee Garden at the bottom of Church Rd. It 
will be relocated to St Michael’s Church for 
the November 11th Service.  



Aspley Heath Parish Council                                                 Page 3 

THERE BUT NOT THERE  
 

 
Aspley Heath Parish Council and St Michael’s Church, invite you to help us 
commemorate 100 years since the end of World War 1. 
  
Please drop in to the Ellen Petit Memorial Hall on Saturday 10th November 
from 10am to 1pm. 
 
Interactive displays, including contributions from local schools, things to do 
for everyone, including making your own poppy, refreshments etc. 
Please help us remember this significant anniversary 
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DOGS OFF LEADS 
You may be aware that in 
September, notices were placed 
at some entrances to the 
woods, saying that dogs should 
be on leads at all times. The 
Greensands Trust website 
states: The Bedford Estates has 
recently requested the 
implementation of a Dogs on Lead 
policy, in line with the rest of the 
estate, to enable all users of the 
woods to enjoy the area safely 
following a number of incidents 
reported at the site.  
 
Further detail about this notice 
is is available from the 
Greensands Trust website:  
https://www.greensandtrust.org/news/dogs-on-lead-in-aspley-woods 
 
In response, a dog walkers’ action group has been established, 
independently of the Parish Council. They have offered the landowner 
(Bedford Estates) a code of conduct for dog walkers and have also 
offered to support the mobilisation of volunteers to help this code 
bed-in. A response to this is pending, but it has been agreed that dogs 
can be off lead on public rights of ways and bridle paths only. The 
situation is ongoing and the group continues to work towards a more 
agreeable outcome. To learn more, see Facebook (“Aspley Off 
Lead!”) or email aspleyofflead@gmail.com. 
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SPEEDWATCH 
At our 2018 AGM, several residents expressed concerns over 
speeding. Suggestions were offered such as dropping the speed limit 
from 30mph to 20mph, but it seems unlikely that drivers who ignore 
the 30mph limit will be more likely to ignore a lower limit.  

 

 
 
The on-road parking near the bottom of Church Road forces vehicles 
to slow down, but this can cause other problems. One resident 
described drivers using a private drive to reverse into and then 
becoming abusive to the owner when asked to leave. The issue of 
speeding, and the problems associated with it, is likely to continue. 
Volunteers from both the Parish Council and local residents have 
attended training to use the speed check equipment and have run two 
speedwatch sessions on Church Road on 22nd August and more are 
planned. Please contact the clerk at clerk@aspleyheath.org.uk if you 
are interested in getting involved. 

ASPLEY HEATH SUMMER LITTER PICK  
A big thank-you to all of you who helped at the summer litter pick, 
and also those of you that regularly pick up litter and those 
disregarded dog poo bags. We will publish details of future litter pick 
events in the Parish magazine and on the Parish noticeboard outside 
St Michael’s church. All are welcome to join in this fun event. 
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THE OXFORD/CAMBRIDGE EXPRESSWAY 
The Department of Transport and Highways England have settled on 
their preferred route for Oxford to Cambridge Expressway. They 
have selected the route that runs close to Milton Keynes and, as the 
map below shows, Aspley Heath is in the midst of the areas 
potentially affected. 

 
Preferred Expressway options B1 & B3  

(drawn from Oxford to Cambridge Expressway - The preferred corridor) 

 

You can read more about the rationale for this decision on the 
Highways England website: 
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/projects/oxford-to-cambridge-
expressway/ 
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SUPERFAST BROADBAND  
Residents may be be aware that our connections to the Woburn 
Sands telephone exchange were upgraded some months ago to enable 
Superfast Broadband connections to the internet from our properties. 
This is also known as FTTC –“Fibre To The Cabinet”. In our case the 
cabinets are actually located just next to the actual exchange.  
 
This has meant that, for many residents, the copper wires still have a 
long distance to reach the fibre and therefore the internet speeds, 
both upload and download, are not actually “superfast” at all! This 
especially applies to homes at the top of the Heath – those furthest 
away from the exchange.  
 
It is understood that, Central Beds Council, as part of their BDUK 
project, are supporting work to provide an additional cabinet nearer 
to the top of the hill. This should improve matters greatly for those of 
us still suffering slow connections. It is planned that this work will be 
completed before the end of 2018.  
 

 
© JeffBlackler/Rex Shutterstock 
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WASTE CONSULTATION RESULTS 
Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC) conducted 
a consultation between 26th Feb and 20th April 
2018 to explore options to make savings by 
changing how they did refuse collections.  
Here is a summary of the results from their 
website: 
 

• almost everyone (95%) agreed it is 
important to help people to recycle as 
much as possible 

• the majority agreed (53%) that savings should be found from 
these services 

• on recycling, retaining the status quo was the least preferred 
option (46%) 

• the majority supported both the alternatives (separating paper 
and card (67%) and glass collections (55%)) 

• the majority of respondents (65%) supported food waste 
collection for households across Central Bedfordshire 

• the majority (57%) do not support three weekly black bin 
collections, although over a third (36%) did 

• 38% of those that didn’t support this option said that the 
retention of free garden waste collection would change 
their opinion 

• the introduction of charges for green waste collection was the 
least preferred option with less than a third (32%) 
supporting it 

• 29% of those that didn’t support this option said that the 
retention of fortnightly black bin collection would 
change their opinion 

• comments in the surveys and focus groups highlighted some of 
the practical issues and concerns residents raised about each 
of the options and how some of these could be mitigated 
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WASTE CONSULTATION RESULTS 
As a result of this consultation Central Bedfordshire will be: 
 
Introducing weekly food waste collections for everyone and potential 
kerbside glass collections for all. These will be in addition to 
the fortnightly recycling collection that residents already get. 
 
They have discarded the idea of charging for garden waste, as this was 
the least favoured option. Instead they will continue to provide a free 
fortnightly collection as they do now. Residents did ask for more 
flexibility in the service though. So, CBC will be offering residents a 
choice of a wheelie bin or two reusable bags for garden waste 
collections. 
 
After listening to residents' concerns about three-weekly black bin 
collections, CBC are not proposing to introduce this service at this 
point. However, in recognition of the fact that more than a third of 
residents favoured this option and others were open to the 
possibility, they have said that they are committed to put in place 
other measures to support people to recycle as much as possible, 
which might make three-weekly collections more manageable in the 
longer term. 
 
The new contract for bin collections should start in the Autumn 
2019. 
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MYSTERY OF THE BLUE PAINT  
You will perhaps have noticed blue paint appearing around fire 
hydrant points along roads in Aspley Heath parish. The Parish Council 
have asked the Anglian Water why they were marking them. They 
replied that the fire service has asked that all old-style hydrants be 
replaced for current ones. The fire service are funding the 
replacements, and these will be coordinated and carried out by 
Anglian Water.  
 
No timetable for replacing the fire hydrants is available at the 
moment, but this may mean some disruption to traffic flow on the 
Heath. Anglian Water plan to leaflet drop all properties and post a 
notice on their website under the In your Area section in advance 
of this work. The In your Area section of the Anglian Water 
website is accessed by a button at the top of their home page: 
 
https://www.anglianwater.co.uk  
 
Having clicked on the In your Area button at the top of the page, 
you are prompted to enter a post code to view a map of your area 
on which all Anglian Water activities/disruptions are shown. 
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UPDATED SIGNS ON THE HEATH 
The Parish Council are trustees of areas such as the sandpit, off Sandy 
Lane and the small Jubilee garden at the bottom of Church Road. The 
parish signs that provide useful information about these areas have 
been deteriorating. Over the summer months the Parish Council have 
worked on updating the information and reprinting and reinstalling 
the signs so that residents and visitors can read about the interesting 
history, wildlife and plants that can be found here.  
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CONCERNING THE HEATH 
Hedges 
Thanks to all residents who have trimmed their hedges. There are still 
some hedges that need to be cut back. In parts of the parish, hedges 
protrude well over the property boundary onto the pavement leaving 
a useable pavement width of about 80cm. The Central Bedfordshire 
Design Guide for housing developments recommends a pavement 
width of 2m.  
 
Where hedges encroach onto the pavement along Church Road, they 
force pedestrians, pushchair and wheelchair users to step out into the 
road, placing themselves at risk from motor vehicles. Such hedges 
should be cut back harder each year, to reveal progressively more of 
the pavement without harming on the hedge.  
 
 
Please get in touch to let us know what is important to you on the 
Heath by contacting the parish clerk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact the Parish Council  
Denise Batchelor 
clerk@aspleyheath.org.uk 


